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and such crowds flocked to him to make general confessions that he was
obliged to call in the Jesuits of Amiens to his assistance. The congregation
of the mission dates its first institution from this time, and, in thanksgiving
for it, keeps the i$th of January with great solemnity.

By the advice of Monsieur de Berulle, St Vincent left the house of
the countess in 1617 to employ his talents among the common people
in the villages of Bresse, where he heard they stood in great need of
instruction. He prevailed upon five other zealous priests to bear him
company, and with them formed a little community in the parish of
Chatillon in that province. He there converted by his sermons the Count
of Rougemont and many others from their scandalous unchristian lives
to a state of eminent penance and fervour, and in a short time changed
the whole face of the country.1 The good countess, his patroness, was
infinitely pleased with his success, and gave him sixteen thousand livres
to found a perpetual mission among the common people in the place and
manner he should think fit. But she could not be easy herself whilst she
was deprived of his direction and advice; she therefore employed Monsieur
de Berulle, and her brother-in-law, Cardinal de Retz, to prevail with him
to come to her, and extorted from him a promise that he would never
abandon the direction of her conscience so long as she lived, and that he
would assist her at her death. But being extremely desirous that others,
especially those who were particularly entitled to her care and attention,
should want nothing that could contribute to their sanctification and
salvation, she induced her husband to concur with her in establishing a
company of able and zealous missionaries who should be employed in
assisting their vassals and farmers. This project they proposed to their
brother, John Francis of Gondi, the first Archbishop of Paris, and he
gave the college of Bons Enfans for the reception of the new community.
All things being agreed on, St Vincent took possession of this house in
April 1625. The count and countess gave forty thousand French livres
to begin the foundation.

St Vincent attended the countess till her pious death, which happened
on the 23rd of June the same year; after which he joined his congregation.
He drew up for it certain rules or constitutions which were approved by
Pope Urban VIII in 1632. King Lewis XIII confirmed the establishment
by letters patent, which he granted in May the same year; and, in 1633,
the regular canons of St Victor gave to this new institute the Priory of
St Lazarus, which being a spacious building was made the chief house
of the congregation, and from it the fathers of the mission were often
called Lazarites or Lazarians. They are not religious men, but a congrega-
tion of secular priests, who after two years* probation make four simple
vows of poverty, chastity, obedience, and stability. They devote them-
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